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2019 Hardwood Lumber Exports to 
China are down 335 million board 

feet

China’s 
decrease of 
335 million 

bf Vietnam: 
206 million 

bf

European 
Union: 

128 
million bf

Source: USDA GATS Trade Data



Tariffs removed on oak 
logs & lumber, “other” 

logs, cherry and ash 
lumber, “other” lumber 
starting Friday Feb 28

Tariff Relief!





6-3 

 

ANNEX 6.1 

INCREASES IN U.S. EXPORTS TO CHINA OVER 2 YEARS 

Unit:  USD Billion 

Product Category 

Additional U.S. Exports to China  

on Top of 2017 Baseline 

Year 1 Year 2 2-Year Total 

1. Manufactured Goods 32.9 44.8 77.7 

1 Industrial machinery 

   

2 Electrical equipment and machinery 

3 Pharmaceutical products 

4 Aircraft (orders and deliveries) 

5 Vehicles 

6 Optical and medical instruments 

7 Iron and steel 

8 Other manufactured goodsa 

2.  Agricultureb 12.5 19.5 32.0 

9 Oilseeds 

   

10 Meat 

11 Cereals 

12 Cotton 

13 Other agricultural commoditiesc 

14 Seafoodd 

3.  Energy 18.5 33.9 52.4 

15 Liquefied natural gas 

   
16 Crude oil 

17 Refined products 

18 Coale 

4.  Servicesf 12.8 25.1 37.9 

19 Charges for use of IP 

   

20 Business travel and tourism 

21 Financial services and insurance 

22 Other services 

23 Cloud and related services 

TOTAL 76.7 123.3 200.0 

 

                                                 
a Includes solar-grade polysilicon and other organic and inorganic chemicals, hardwood lumber, integrated circuits 

(manufactured in U.S.), and chemical products. 
b At the request of the United States, China will strive to purchase and import $5 billion per year of the U.S. 

agricultural products covered by this Chapter, in addition to the minimum amounts set forth herein. 
c Includes all other agricultural products, including alfalfa, citrus, dairy, dietary supplements, distilled spirits, dried 

distiller grains, essential oils, ethanol, fresh baby carrots, fruits and vegetables, ginseng, pet food, processed foods, 

tree nuts, and wine. 
d Includes lobster. 
e Includes metallurgical coal. 
f All services numbers represent the cross-border supply of services (Mode 1), with the exception of the numbers for 

financial services and insurance and cloud services, which include both the cross-border supply of services and the 

supply of services through commercial presence (Mode 3). 
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Source: The Economist, July 18, 2020



Source: The Economist



• State Owned Enterprises on the ascent
• Government debt high and spiking
• Demographic “timebomb”
• Changes in housing markets
• Unemployment/dislocation growing 
• Phase 1 Agreement with US in jeopardy
• Rising Tensions with the US

China is at a Crossroads
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Top wood suppliers for Vietnam



Vietnam Sawn Hardwood Imports from Temperate Regions:
2013 to 2019
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Basswood, 
Cottonwood, 
Elm, Hackberry, 
Sap Gum, 
Sassafras, 
Sycamore
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AMERICAN HARDWOOD EXPORT COUNCIL         

1ST HALF 2020 U.S. HARDWOOD EXPORTS – AUSTRALIA

US hardwood lumber exports to Australia 
were up 19% in volume during the period.

While white oak shipments were up slightly, 
the bulk of the increase was accounted for by 
the new interest shown in red oak (and not 
as an alternative to white oak).

Red oak shipments to Australia grew by over 
250% in volume during the period and it is 
expected that this will continue to rise for 
the remainder of the year.



AMERICAN HARDWOOD EXPORT COUNCIL         

1ST HALF 2020 U.S. HARDWOOD EXPORTS – MIDDLE EAST

First half of 2020 saw a 35% decrease in the 
volume of US hardwood lumber shipped to 
the MENA region.

The biggest decreases were seen in the UAE, 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.

Surprisingly, exports to Egypt increased over 
the period, while they were down to all other 
markets in the region.







AMERICAN HARDWOOD EXPORT COUNCIL         

1ST HALF 2020 U.S. HARDWOOD EXPORTS – SOUTH AFRICA

The South African economy has been 
devasted by the pandemic and business 
activity has slowed considerably.

Total US hardwood lumber exports to the 
market declined by 46% during the first half 
of this year.



AMERICAN HARDWOOD EXPORT COUNCIL         

1ST HALF 2020 U.S. HARDWOOD EXPORTS – INDIA

The decrease is not at all unexpected 
considering the countrywide lockdown 
imposed at the start of April and the on-
going impact of the pandemic on business 
activity in general.

However, furniture factories remain open for 
the most part and there are still signs of 
increasing interest in American hardwoods.

Once consumer business activity picks up, it 
is expected that more factories will look to 
import and use American hardwoods.
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• India imported over $270 million of 
hardwood lumber in 2019

• Only 1.4% ($4 million) came from the 
United States

• 2019 India market for US Hardwoods:
• $5.2 million of veneer & plywood
• $4.4 million of logs
• $4.0 million of lumber

Source: Trade Data Monitor







Upcoming Pavilions in 2021

March

DelhiWood, India: 4-7

Dubai WoodShow, UAE: 9-11

FIMMA Maderalia, Spain: TBD

Interzum Guangzhou, China: 28-31

May

Interzum Cologne, Germany: 4-7

June

AHEC Greater China Convention, 
Chengdu, China: 24-25

Sylva Wood, China: 28-30

September

FMC Premium, China: 9-11

AHEC SE Asia Convention, Bangkok, 
Thailand: TBD

VietnamWood, Vietnam: 15-18



Thank you. msnow@ahec.org




