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EU accepts “systems approach” to control EAB in U.S. ash borer 

The EU has adjusted the requirements for import of American ash into the EU to include recognition of 

the "system approach" for control of Emerald ash borer (EAB) in place of the present pest free area 

recognition. The system approach combines debarking and kiln drying and places a strict limit on the 

amount of residual bark but does not require that all boards be square edged. 

**The new requirements came into effect immediately on publication of the “Implementing Decision” in 

the EU Official Journal on 3 February 2017. However, we understand that it is likely to take APHIS around 

two months from now to put in place the new procedures (although there is some uncertainty 

surrounding the timing of the internal authorisation process in APHIS due to personnel changes under the 

new administration). 

The minutes of the EU's Standing Committee on Plant Health meeting on 19/20 December 2016 note that 

"there was a general agreement in the Committee that the new system would offer enhanced 

phytosanitary guarantees to the EU and that the pest-free areas should be repealed as they had proven 

not to be stable”. 

Although technically already in force, plant health authorities in some EU member states may allow a 

period of transition before implementing the new requirements. The UK Forestry Commission has already 

informed us that material on the water or currently being issued with an APHIS phyto will be allowed to 

enter the UK under the existing rules for Pest-Free Areas for a short period, the length of which has yet to 

be determined but will be announced in their next newsletter. 

However, any AHEC member currently preparing consignments of ash for the EU and who is dependent 

on a phyto declaring Pest Free Area origin is strongly advised to seek an assurance from the relevant 

plant health authority in the destination country that it will be accepted in advance of shipment. 

Implementation of the system approach is expected to be managed by NHLA through an adaptation of 

their existing KD certification program working under contract to APHIS. APHIS has already been working 

on wording and terms of an MoU and contract with NHLA for operation of the system approach. 

The requirements for the U.S. system approach are the same as those already established for ash 

imported from Canada (as this was the only way to ensure EU agreement without yet another round of 

lengthy consultations). The requirements include: all sawn wood is produced from debarked round wood; 
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residual bark is allowed but must be either less than 3 cm in width (regardless of length) or, if greater 

than 3 cm in width, have total surface area of less than 50 cm2; the wood is heated through its profile to 

at least 71OC for at least 1,200 minutes with a moisture content not exceeding 10%; and the wood is 

dried following industrial drying schedules of at least two-week duration. 

The new procedures require that the kilning facility is approved and audited (at least once per month) by 

APHIS or an agency approved by APHIS (in this case NHLA), that each bundle of wood visibly displays both 

a bundle number and a label with the words ‘HT-KD’ or ‘Heat Treated-Kiln Dried’, and that the wood is 

inspected by APHIS or an agency officially approved by APHIS, and that it is accompanied by a 

phytosanitary certificate issued by APHIS certifying freedom from EAB and other harmful organisms after 

inspection. 

EU recognition of the U.S. system approach is provisional and will be reviewed in June 2018 subject to an 

audit by the EC to assess and oversee the various processes involved in the USA. 

Continue reading for the Official Journal of the European Union… 



COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION (EU) 2017/204 

of 3 February 2017 

authorising Member States to provide for a temporary derogation from certain provisions of 
Council Directive 2000/29/EC in respect of ash wood originating or processed in the United States 
of America, and repealing Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/2416 recognising certain areas of the 

United States of America as being free from Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire 

(notified under document C(2017) 420) 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Council Directive 2000/29/EC of 8 May 2000 on protective measures against the introduction into the 
Community of organisms harmful to plants or plant products and against their spread within the Community (1), and in 
particular the first indent of Article 15(1) and points 2.3, 2.4 and 2.5 of Section I of Part A of Annex IV thereto, 

Whereas: 

(1)  Article 5(1) of Directive 2000/29/EC, in conjunction with point 2.3 of Section I of Part A of Annex IV to that 
Directive, provides for special requirements concerning the introduction into the Union of ash (Fraxinus L.) wood, 
as well as certain other wood species, originating in the United States of America. 

(2)  The United States of America have requested the recognition of a combination of procedures that together ensure 
the same level of phytosanitary protection as that required pursuant to point 2.3 of Section I of Part A of 
Annex IV to Directive 2000/29/EC. 

(3)  It appears from the official information submitted by the United States of America that, through an integrated 
systems approach applied during wood processing, the risk of infestation from the harmful organism Agrilus 
planipennis Fairmaire is eliminated. 

(4)  That approach should be complemented by certain requirements for facilities, pre-export inspections and 
labelling to ensure the elimination of such risk. 

(5)  Those procedures should therefore be recognized as an alternative option to point 2.3 of Section I of Part A of 
Annex IV to Directive 2000/29/EC for imports from the United States of America, and a derogation from 
Article 5(1) of Directive 2000/29/EC, in conjunction with point 2.3, of Section I of Part A of Annex IV to that 
Directive should be provided for. 

(6)  In order to ensure effective controls, as well as an overview of imports of ash wood and of non-compliances 
related to those imports, requirements should be set out concerning phytosanitary certificates, reporting of 
importation and notification of non-compliances. 

(7)  It is appropriate to limit the duration of the derogation to 30 June 2018 in order to ensure a timely review of 
the appropriateness of the measures of this Decision. 

(8)  Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/2416 (2) recognised certain areas of the United States of America 
as being free from Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire for the purposes of the introduction into the Union of wood of 
Fraxinus L., and certain other wood species. 

(9)  Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/2416 should be repealed since, based on information received from the United 
States competent authorities, the areas recognised as being free from Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire have proven 
not to be stable following the adoption of that Decision. 
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(1) OJ L 169, 10.7.2000, p. 1. 
(2) Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/2416 of 17 December 2015 recognising certain areas of the United States of America as 

being free from Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire (OJ L 333, 19.12.2015, p. 128). 



(10)  The measures provided for in this Decision are in accordance with the opinion of the Standing Committee on 
Plants, Animals, Food and Feed, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 

Article 1 

Authorisation to provide for derogation 

By way of derogation from Article 5(1) of Directive 2000/29/EC in conjunction with point 2.3 of Section I of Part A of 
Annex IV to that Directive, Member States may authorise the introduction into their territory of wood of Fraxinus L. 
originating or processed in the United States of America (hereinafter: ‘specified wood’) which, prior to its movement out 
of the United States of America, satisfies the conditions set out in the Annex to this Decision. 

Article 2 

Phytosanitary certificate 

1. The specified wood shall be accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate issued in the United States of America, in 
accordance with Article 13a(3) and (4) of Directive 2000/29/EC, certifying freedom from harmful organisms after 
inspection. 

2. The phytosanitary certificate shall include under the heading ‘Additional declaration’ the following elements: 

(a)  the statement ‘In accordance with European Union requirements laid down in Commission Implementing Decision 
(EU) 2017/204’; 

(b)  the bundle number(s); 

(c)  the name of the approved facility(ies) in the United States of America. 

Article 3 

Reporting of importation 

The Member State of importation shall provide the Commission and the other Member States, by 31 December of each 
year, with information on the amounts of consignments of specified wood imported pursuant to this Decision during 
that year. 

Article 4 

Notification of non-compliance 

Member States shall notify the Commission and the other Member States of each consignment not complying with this 
Decision. That notification shall take place no later than two working days after the date of the interception of such 
a consignment. 

Article 5 

Repeal of Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/2416 

Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/2416 is repealed. 
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Article 6 

Date of expiry 

This Decision shall expire on 30 June 2018. 

Article 7 

Addressees 

This Decision is addressed to the Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 3 February 2017. 

For the Commission 
Vytenis ANDRIUKAITIS 

Member of the Commission  
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ANNEX 

1.  Processing requirements 

The processing of the specified wood must fulfil all of the following requirements: 

(a)  Debarking 

The specified wood is debarked, with the exception of any number of visually separate and clearly distinct small 
pieces of bark which comply with one of the following requirements: 

(a)  they are less than 3 cm in width (regardless of length); or 

(b)  if they are greater than 3 cm in width, the total surface area of each individual piece of bark is less than 
50 cm2. 

(b)  Sawing 

The specified sawn wood is produced from debarked round wood. 

(c)  Heat treatment 

The specified wood is heated through its profile to at least 71 °C for 1 200 minutes in a heat chamber approved 
by the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), or an agency approved by APHIS. 

(d)  Drying 

The specified wood is dried following industrial drying schedules of at least two-week duration, recognised by 
APHIS. 

The final moisture content of the wood shall not exceed 10 % expressed as a percentage of dry matter. 

2.  Requirements for facilities 

The specified wood must be produced, handled or stored in a facility which fulfils all the following requirements: 

(a)  it is officially approved by APHIS pursuant to its certification programme concerning the harmful organism 
Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire; 

(b)  it is registered in a database published on the APHIS website; 

(c)  it is audited by APHIS, or an agency approved by APHIS, at least once per month and it has been concluded that 
it complies with the requirements of this Annex; 

(d)  it uses equipment for the treatment of the specified wood which has been calibrated consistently with the 
equipment's manual of operation; 

(e)  it keeps records of its procedures for verification by APHIS or an agency approved by APHIS, including the 
duration of treatment, temperatures during treatment and the final moisture content for each specific bundle to 
be exported. 

3.  Labelling 

Each bundle of the specified wood must visibly display both a bundle number and a label with the words ‘HT-KD’ or 
‘Heat Treated-Kiln Dried’. That label must be issued by, or under the supervision of, a designated officer of the 
approved facility after verifying that the processing requirements set out in point 1 and the requirements for 
facilities set out in point 2 have been complied with. 
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4.  Pre-export inspections 

The specified wood must be inspected by APHIS, or an agency officially approved by APHIS, to verify that it has 
undergone, before export to the Union, all phytosanitary procedures and measures allowing to conclude that it is 
free from the harmful organism Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire.  
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